
PHIL 436/536: Alain Locke       Dr. McKenna  
MW 2:00-3:50         SCH 237 
MCK 122 
 
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 11:45-1:00 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 
This seminar will examine the work of Alain Leroy Locke.  Most commonly studied for his work 
on the Harlem Renaissance, Locke developed his own version of critical pragmatism in response 
to the work of William James.  He called for a cosmopolitan understanding of race and politics 
that promoted respect and reciprocity among cultures and peoples.  We will focus on his newly 
published lectures from Haiti, delivered in 1943.  African American Contributions to the 
Americas’ Cultures: A Critical Edition of Lectures by Alain Locke, edited by Jacoby Carter has 
just been published.  In these lectures, Locke discusses the cultural contributions of 
Afrodescendant peoples in North America, the West Indies, Central America, and South 
America. This class will examine Locke as a transnational thinker and critical pragmatist 
addressing race, imperialism, and democracy in important ways that are still relevant today. 
 
Course Goals: 
Goals for the course include: 
--developing critical reading skills 
--developing writing skills 
--developing oral presentation and discussion skills 
--gaining familiarity with the work of Alain L. Locke and his work in critical pragmatism, race 
theory, and democracy. 
 
Texts: 
African American Contributions to the Americas’ Cultures: A Critical Edition of Lectures by 
Alain Locke (http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9781137525185) 
 
Alain L. Locke: The Biography of a Philospher, by Leonard Harris and Charles Molesworth 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008). 
 
Assignments: 
Readings:  You are responsible for all of the required readings each week.  In addition to these 
readings, you are expected to pursue secondary readings on the course material in support of 
your own interests and the final paper.  
 
Discussion Leadership and Précis:  Each participant will sign up to take special responsibility for 
one day of the course.  On that day, you will be especially well-prepared to answer questions 
about the readings and introduce topics for class discussion.  You will also select one of the 
primary readings and write a short précis on that reading.  The précis should summarize the 
argument of the work and discuss it in relation to an organizing interest (connecting it to your 
paper topic is a good idea).  For undergraduate students the précis should be 600-800 words in 
length.  For graduate students the précis should be 800-1000 words in length. The précis will be 
worth 10% of your grade and your time as discussion leader will be worth 10%.   

http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9781137525185


Reading Questions: Each student will write three reading questions.  You may choose when to 
write these, but you may not write one the same day you are scheduled to be discussion leader.  
At least ONE reading question must be completed by the end of week 4.  They are due to me on 
Canvas at least 24 hours before the class meeting in which we will be discussing that reading.  
These are one-page (single spaced) papers in which you raise a question prompted by the reading 
and then respond and discuss.  These are not to be simple factual questions, but questions of 
implication, interpretation, consistency, and the like.  
 
Paper Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography: In the 7th week, you will submit a prospectus of 
your final paper with two components:  (1) a 2-3 page detailed description of the topic and 
outline of your proposed argument; and (2) an annotated bibliography.  For undergraduate 
students the bibliography must have at least three primary or peer-reviewed secondary texts that 
you intend to consult (in addition to texts assigned for the course).  Each annotation should be 
about 200 words and include a summary of the book or article as well as an indication of its 
relevance for your project.  For graduate students the bibliography must have at least five 
primary or peer-reviewed secondary texts that you intend to consult (in addition to texts assigned 
for the course).  Each annotation should be about 250 words and include a summary of the book 
or article as well as an indication of its relevance for your project.  Your prospectus must receive 
my approval in order for your final term paper to be accepted.  The prospectus will be worth 
10% of your final course grade. 
 
Term Paper: Your term paper is on a topic of your choice.  For undergraduate students the 
paper should be 2500-3000 words.  For graduate students the paper should be 3500-4000 words.  
Papers will focus on materials read for class and secondary sources beyond the course readings.  
Your paper will be worth 40% of your grade.  Final papers are due on Tuesday, March 21 by 
5:00 at on Canvas. 
 
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is required.  Class will focus on guided discussions of 
the material so students need to be on time and prepared to participate.  At a minimum this 
means having completed the reading, thought about it, having questions ready, and listening 
actively (rather than just waiting one’s turn to speak or dominating the conversation).  Paper 
presentations will be included here. 
 
Discussion is an important part of any philosophy class.  Each student is expected to be in class, 
be prepared to discuss the material, and pay attention to the discussion.  

A- Exceptional:  To achieve an A the expectations are that the student has perfect 
attendance, he/she is recognized as a leader in discussion and consistently both contributes 
to and brings the conversation to a deeper level, without dominating the discussion to such 
an extent that it inhibits participation by other students. 
B- Very Good.  To achieve a B expectations are that the student will have very good 
attendance (present around 95% of the time).  Takes a very active role in discussion section 
and remarks are consistently helpful and on topic. 
C- Good.  To achieve a C expectations are that the student has good attendance (present 
around 90% of the time).  Participates in discussions, but not consistently. 
D-Poor.  To achieve a D expectations are that the student will miss no more than four 
classes.  Participates in discussions sporadically. 



F-Failing. Has poor attendance and/or is not a positive contributor to discussions. 
To calculate grades for “participation” I will weigh all of these factors in a holistic manner 
at the end of the term.  

 
Grading:   

 
Précis            10% 
Discussion Leader         10% 

 Reading Question #1           5% 
 Reading Question #2           5% 
 Reading Question # 3           5% 

Paper Prospectus/bibliography       15% 
 Final paper          40% 
 Participation          10% 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Failure to complete any assignment results in automatic failure of the 
class. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Students who engage in acts of academic dishonesty, which in this class would mean cheating on 
an exam or paper, will receive a failing grade for the assignment and may fail the class. For a full 
description of forms of academic dishonesty, please see: 
https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx 
 
 
Schedule: This schedule may be adjusted.  Changes will be announced in class. 
 
January 
 
(M) 9 Biography, Introduction-ch. 2 (1-58) “The Lockes of Philadelphia,” “Harvard” and 
Introduction to AACAC 
 
(W) 11 AACAC: Part II—I and III (Critical Pragmatism, Three Inter-American Frameworks, 
African-American Contributions in the Americas (107-156) 
 
(M) 16 NO CLASS read Biography, ch. 3 (59-106) “Oxford and Berlin” 
 
(W) 18  AACAC: Chapter One: “Race, Culture, and Democracy” (9-22) 
 
(M) 23 Biography, ch. 4, (107-141) “Howard: The Early Years” 
 
(W) 25 AACAC: Chapter Two: “The African Background and Its Cultural Significance” (23-40) 
 
(M) 30 Biography, ch. 5 (142-178) “Howard and Beyond” 
 
 

https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx


February 
 
(W) 1 AACAC: Chapter Three: “The Negro’s Position in North American Culture” (41-56) 
 
(M) 6 Biography, ch. 6 (179-217) “The Renaissance and the New Negro” 
 
(W) 8 AACAC: Chapter Four: “The Negro’s Sociological Position in the United States” (57-72) 
 
(M) 13 Biography, ch. 7 (218-250) “After The New Negro” 
 
(W) 15 AACAC: Chapter Five: “Negro Achievement in the United States” (73-88) 
 
(M) 20 Biography, ch. 8 (251-284) “New Horizons: Sahji in the Bronze Booklets” 
 
(W) 22 Jacoby Carter visit       Prospectus Due 
 
(M) 27 Biography, ch. 9 (285-327) “The Educator at Work and at Large” 
 
March: 
 
(W) 1 AACAC: Chapter Six: “The Negro in the Three Americas” (89-104) 
 
(M) 6 Biography, ch. 10 (328-357) “Theorizing Democracy” and paper presentations 
 
(W) 8 AACAC: Part II—IV and V (Democracy’s Unfinished Business and Conclusion) (157-
174) and paper presentations 
 
(M) 13 Biography, chs. 11-12 (358-390) “The Final Years” “Locke’s Legacy” and paper 
presentations 
 
(W) 15 REREAD AACAC: Part II—I and III (Critical Pragmatism, Three Inter-American 
Frameworks, African-American Contributions in the Americas (107-156) and paper 
presentations 
 
 
Finals: Paper due Tuesday, March 21 by 5:00 
 
The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning environments.  Please notify me 
if there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in disability-related 
barriers to your participation. You are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education 
Center (formerly Disability Services) in 164 Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or 
uoaec@uoregon.edu . 
 


